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Points of  Interest  

 

As we approach our 6th Euro -

American Auto Show, here 
are the current major German  

auto makers:  

Audi 1910 -1939, 1965-present  

BMW 1928 -present  

Mercedes-Benz 1926-present  

Opel 1898 -present  

Porsche 1948-present  

Smart 1997 -present  

Volkswagen 1936 -present  

See you on July 10th at the 

German -American Picnic 

Grove.  
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2010 Landesverband Meeting in Chicago 

  

 This yearôs annual business meeting 

was held  April 23-25 at the Chicago 

Donauschwaben in Des Plaines, IL, a suburb of 

Chicago. Club representatives this year in atten-

dance included: Dennis Bauer, Steve Brandecker 

and Bob Walter.  We flew out of Philly early 

Friday  morning . The flight was just fine. 

 We arrived Friday morning and took a 

trip down town to the Navy Pier.  Although it 

was cold and windy,  we enjoyed the view of the 

Chicago skyline.  Traffic? And we think Philly 

traffic is bad, not compared to the Chicago area.  

Wow!  We finally arrived at the club Friday 

evening for dinner and fellowship with the other 

early arrivers. Then back to the hotel, a long day 

in deed.  

 The clubhouse is a good size and rela-

tively  new.  The meeting/banquet hall can hold 

about 400+ people.  Our hosts took very  good 

care of all us North American club representa-

tives. The room was packed.   

 The Verband business meeting started 

right after lunch on Saturday, followed by a 

Stiftung meeting on Sunday morning.  Each club 

gave a brief on their 2009 yearly events and ac-

complishments. Dennis gave our clubôs 2009 

events and activities overview. 

   At 4pm attendees broke out into com-

mittee meetings.  Dennis attended the Webmas-

ter and Cultural committee meetings, while 

Steve attended the Presidentôs meeting and Bob 

the Youth Group meeting. We returned and each 

Committee Chair gave highlights of items dis-

cussed in committee to the main body . 

 We then broke for dinner and finished 

up the meeting agenda about 8pm after a fine 

Landestreffen 2010 presentation by United 

German-Hungarian President, Bill Galgon, on 

the up coming Treffen here in Bucks County in 

August.  It should be a great success having 

talked to many Verband members who plan to 

attend.  After all, it will be the first Treffen here 

on the East Coast. 

   The group was then introduced to 

Ann Morrison of St. Louis by Verband Presi-

dent Robert Filippi. She gave a brief  introduc-

tion to her recently released film ñThe Forgot-

ten Genocideò  (on DVD) which was then fol-

lowed by itôs viewing.  It was well received by 

all and she answered questions  afterwards.  

The Verband offered their support of her ef-

forts and wished her good luck on the DVD 

distribution.  

 Our club was honored to have three 

club members, Andy Franz, Adam Martini and 

Eva Martini included in the film . They were 

interviewed by Ann at the 2009 Treffen in De-

troit last summer. Our own Adam Martini was 

also invited to speak at the  filmôs initial view-

ing in February at the ethnic German genocide 

seminar in St Louis. Adam spoke on his experi-

ences in Titoôs camps after WWII and his fam-

ilyôs escape to Hungary and onto Austria. 

Adamôs  presentation was well received at the 

seminar. 

 Our three club representatives re-

turned to Philly Sunday afternoon after a 

cloudy and bumpy flight.  They had a lot to 

report to our board members and looked for-

ward to seeing many, many fellow Schwobs 

here at the Treffen this coming summer.                               

DJB. 



  

 

 

Health Care Reform: 

Obamacare is Here! 

(One member's perspective 

on the current healthcare 

debate) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On March 23, 2010, President Barack Obama signed 

into law The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (HR 

3590), the biggest expansion of U.S. health care since the incep-

tion of Medicare in 1965. This bill will make significant changes 

in how Americans are covered for health care and how they pay 

for it. The full impact on the American public, US economy and 

our overall health remains to be seen. No matter how polarizing 

an issue it has become, itôs now the law. Letôs look at some of the 

general Health Care Reform changes. 

Popular Changes ï On the surface the bill contains some popular 

changes to our U.S. Healthcare system, including providing in-

surance coverage to roughly 32 million uninsured Americans by 

instituting several new policies:   

 

Beginning in 2014, states will establish exchanges to 

offer insurance products.  Employers with 100 or 

fewer employees will be eligible to buy insurance 

through the exchange.  Federal tax credits will be 

available to those making up to $88,200 for a fam-

ily of four to help offset the new additional cost of 

this mandatory insurance. Those who donôt pur-

chase coverage will be forced to pay a penalty (up 

to a maximum of $2,085 per family). 

The new bill implements financial penalties if a com-

pany with more than 50 employees does not offer 

coverage or company employees enter the new ex-

change.   

Also beginning in 2014, Medicaid eligibility is increased 

to 133% of Federal Poverty Level, and parents and 

childless adults will be allowed to participate, in-

creasing the number of people in Medicaid and sub-

sequently overall cost to the taxpayers. 

Insurers will be prohibited from denying coverage or 

charging higher premiums because of a personôs 

medical history or health condition.  Parents will be 

allowed to keep children on their health plan until 

age 26 in most cases. 

The new reform law will create minimum benefit stan-

dards, such as requiring that policies cover at least 

60% of costs, and limiting out-of-pocket costs to 

$5,950 per year for an individual and $11,900 for a 

family.Cost of Healthcare ï To pay for all this a 

number of new taxes on middle class and wealthy 

Americans, new fees for corporations, cuts in ex-

isting healthcare programs, and the financial penal-

ties on US citizens as described above have been 

implemented. Estimates are $500 Billion annually 

in new taxes will be required to fund this program. 

It is truly astonishing that while the services de-

scribed above begin in 2014, the tax increases are 

effective right now in 2010. Only in Washington 

DC can you take peoplesô money for 10 years to 

provide 6 years of service! Never mind that the 

vast majority of people receiving the benefits pay 

zero federal taxes (over 40% of the population), 

while those whose money is being taken by the 

government receive zero benefits. Recent media 

reports have quoted several liberal politicians re-

ferring to HR 3590 as a óredistribution of wealthô 

type of program, a reference they dared not to 

mention prior to the approval of the bill. The silver 

lining is that this plan is still far superior to single-

payer universal health coverage plans, which with-

out exception provide worse care for more cost. 

The healthcare cuts and additional taxes include: 

Medicare Advantage payments will be cut by $132 

billion over 10 years. Thatôs you, senior citizens! 

There will be a new tax on ñCadillacò health plans, 

those that cost more than $10,200 per year for in-

dividuals or $27,500 for families, starting in 2018. 

This one is so far in the future it may not happen. 

The Medicare payroll tax will increase by 0.9% for 

income over $200,000 for singles and $250,000 for 

couples. 

The Medicare payroll tax will be applied to capital 

gains, dividends, and interest, in addition to wages. 

 

Industry Impact ï Many industries will fork over additional 

taxes and fees to the government as a result of this new law. As 

we know, when publicly traded companies have cost increases 

they pass them on to the consumer in one way or another 

(higher costs or reduced services).  The pharmaceutical industry, 

of which I am party to, has actually supported the health care 

reform efforts. In general, the industry strategy was focused on 

protecting product innovation by keeping some patent protec-

tions in place. This will allow for continued investment in re-

search and development of ground breaking medicines and new 

technologies. The current projected ócontributionô from the in-

dustry as a whole over the next 10 years is approximately $100 

Billion (yes, billion with a óBô!). In theory the 32 million new 

patients will allow the industry to recoup some of these addi-

tional taxes and fees.  

 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Health Care Reform: Obamacare is Here!  
(continued from page 2) 

 

Some significant changes include: 

Å The bill will begin to close the Medicare part D 

coverage gap for participating seniors beginning in 

2011.  Pharmaceutical companies will provide a 50% 

discount on drugs used in this ñdoughnut holeò which is 

very good news for senior citizens. In 2010, seniors who 

fall into the gap will receive a $250 rebate from the gov-

ernment to offset some of their costs, some more good 

news. 

Å Pharmaceutical companies will begin paying 

higher rebates to Medicaid on drug sales, going from 

15.1% currently to 23.1% this year (thatôs a 65% rate 

increase ï ouch!) and rebates on generics will rise from 

11% to 13%.   

 

 

 Å Pharmaceutical discounts will be extended to 

certain critical access hospitals, cancer hospitals and 

other entities under the Public Health Service 340b pro-

gram. Good news for patients, more cost for industry. 

Å Pharmaceutical companies will be required to 

pay a new fee to the government based on each com-

panyôs share of sales to programs including Medicare, 

Medicaid, Department of Veterans Affairs, Department 

of Defense, and TriCare. The gist is these are BIG pro-

grams, and these are BIG fees. 

Å Finally, the new bill creates a pathway for FDA 

approval of follow-on biologic products, but protects 

innovation by providing 12 years of marketing exclusiv-

ity for óinnovatorô biologic products. Thank you Uncle 

Sam ï we appreciate your permission to stay in busi-

nessé..! 

Next Steps 

 The new coverage for individuals wonôt be effective for 

several years so you will see no change in the short term, other 

than higher taxes for some folks. Many provisions, and there are 

hundreds of them in the colossal 2,700 page bill, will require ad-

ditional regulations and guidance from the government before 

they can be implemented. Rest assured, when a decision needs to 

be made the government will lean on the side of taking more of 

our money. So, health care reform is here at last! Letôs all hope 

the government at least does an efficient job implementing and 

managing this enormous new bureaucracy and most importantly 

those without healthcare get the help they need.  

By Mike Lenyo.  The opinions expressed above are not necessar-

ily those of the club or the newsletter staff 

******  

    

 
 WORK WEEKDAY PLANNED   (Tentative)  

  

 As most of us know it is not easy to maintain our club-

house. So we are planning to have a ñWork Dayò    on Saturday 

May 15th, 9am.  

 Bring some construction and garden tools for a day of 

work, fun and fellowship at the club.   In order to keep us going, 

lunch will be provided. 

 So roll up your shelves and pitch in. See you then and 

pray for nice weather. 

 

**********            

       

2010-2012 Club Officers 

 

 Here are our officers for the upcoming 2 years; 

 

Joseph BrandeckerðPresident 

Dennis J. Bauerð1st Vice President 

Robert Walterð2nd Vice President 

Kim Walterð3rd Vice President 

Ludwig JakoberðTreasurer 

Michael LenyoðVice Treasurer 

Hans MartiniðSecretary 

Eva MartiniðProtocol Secretary 

Al TindallðFinancial Trustee 

Richard JakoberðFinancial Trustee 

Andrew LaRueðFinical Trustee 

Eva MartiniðLadies Auxiliary President 

Helga KusenkoðLadies Auxiliary V. President 

Caroline BrandeckerðLadies Auxiliary V. President 

Denese LenyoðLadies Auxiliary V. President 

Josefa BrandeckerðLadies Auxiliary Honorary Pres. 

Dennis J. BauerðNewsletter Editor/Chair 

Liz TindallðScholarship Fund Chair 

Christa TindallðKulturreferentin 

Terry HuffðAutoKlub Leader/Chair 

Joe VecchioneðHouse committee Chair 

Ron KernastðAdult Dance Group Chair 

Anna MartiniðJugendreferentin 

Brittaney BrandeckerðJugendreferentin 

Robert WalterðBar Chair 

Tom RubinoðWebmaster 

Dennis J. BauerðWebsite Committee Chair 

Hans MartiniðMemorial Committee Chair 
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Palankaer-American Genealogy Book Receives National Review 

 

 Member Dennis J. Bauerôs 2008 book entitled A Collection of Genealogical Information of Palankaer-Americans and Re-

lated Family Memebersð1895 to 2008 was recently reviewed and advertised in the National Genealogical Societyôs NGS Magazine, 

Volume 36, Number 1, January-March 2010.  As a result of the posting, he has been contacted by a number of public libraries asking 

that he donate a copy to their collections. He has done so on behalf of  our club. 

              He also donated a copy of his book to the Donauschwaben Landesverband Archives at the April Verband meeting in Chi-

cago on behalf of the club.  **** 

 

Landestreffen 2010 at the United German-Hungarians 

 

 
 For the first time ever, the big cultural celebration we have raved about for years - das Landestreffen der Donauschwaben - 

is arriving in our area this August 6, 7, & 8.  Our sister organization just across the river, the United German-Hungarian club, is host-

ing the weekend long extravaganza of Donauschwaben tradition and culture that will attract an estimated 2000 folks from around the 

continent.  Attendance at this annual event normally requires an 8 to 14 hour drive or plane flight, but the distance this time around 

for our club members is less than 30 minutes from Yardville.   

 This is your best opportunity to see the excitement, pageantry, and spirit of camaraderie that have made 

the Donauschwabentreffen a cultural event without equal.    

 Our club is committed to supporting the event in every way possible.  Above all, your presence and that of your friends and 

family is positively critical.   You will be treated to a packed schedule of performances and special activities throughout the week-

end, both inside the UGH hall and outside under the tents.  Seven different bands will provide German music for your dancing and 

listening pleasure and the UGH kitchen staff will  be offering great tasting traditional foods and desserts all will enjoy. 

 For those of you who want to get even closer to the action, there will be opportunities to volunteer for a block of time some-

time during the weekend too.  You decide what you want to do and when you want to do it.  If you choose to volunteer, great, but it's 

even more important that you just attend the event.  

 The excitement surrounding this August weekend is positively electric.  Youth and dance groups from around North Amer-

ica are actively fund-raising right now to come this way.  As reported back from the Verband meeting in April, Dennis Bauer notes 

that many members from the other clubs are planning family vacations to our area around the Treffen weekend  and are excited to 

come East for the first time and pay us a visit.   

 Detailed information can be found at the United German Hungarian web site (http://www.ughclub.us/landestreffen/

landesindex.html) which includes a countdown meter clicking off the days until festivities commence! 

   Many more details will follow in the weeks ahead but in the meantime PLEASE mark your calendars.   

See you at the Treffen! 

 

Trenton Donauschwaben Museum in the Works 

 

 We plan to transform one of the rooms upstairs into a micro-museum. There we will tell the story of our German ances-

tors through photos, maps, and historical artifacts.  The timeline will span from the original settlers of the Danube River basin in the 

1700's to the immigration to the greater Trenton area in the 20th century, both before and after WWII.  Right now, we're asking any-

one with interesting items from back home please contact us.  We're in the process of seeing what we have and what we still need to 

make this an educational club feature everyone can enjoy.  Also of note is that Dennis Bauer and Hans Martini have recently pur-

chased copies of the Palanka weekly newspaper, Die Wacht, for several years in the 1920s and 1930s.  Copies will be put on display 

in the ñnewò museum.****** 

 

AUSTRIA -HUNGARY RESEARCH  TALK  

 

 Lester Kish, a professional genealogist, will present a lecture on 11 May 2010 at the Central Jersey Genealogy Clubôs meet-

ing at the Hamilton Public Library, 1 Justice Samuel Alito Way. The meeting begins at 7pm and the general public is invited. Topic: 

óGenealogical Research in the Austro-Hungarian Empireò. Dennis Bauer will distribute flyers about the Treffen to those present. 

                             Genealogy, Culture &  History Section 
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2010 Newsletter Staff 
 

  Joseph Brandecker, Jr.  President.  Dennis J. Bauer, Vice President/Newsletter Editor. 

 Melanie Brandecker, Newsletter Copy Editor. Kim Walter, Vice President/Club Photographer.  

 Ludwig Jakober, Treasurer .   

Hans Martini, Secretary. 

 Staff Writers: Adam Martini, Andy Franz, Brittaney Brandecker &  Michael Lenyo  

AutoKlub Leader:  Terry Huff  

Website Committee:  Tom Rubino, Dennis J. Bauer & Terry Penrith 

Genealogical & Historical Researcher:  Dennis J. Bauer  

Mail Room Coordinator:  Eva Martini  

Condolences-The Donauschwaben sadly notes the passing of 

Guenther Thiel.  Herr Thiel was well known for an easy to 

talk to personality and was a friend to many of our mem-

bers.  He was a former president of the Arbeiter Club and a 

club member here at the Donauschwaben for many years.. Herr 

Thiel's daughters, Lorraine & Sonya, were both part of our 

German School in the 60's and 70's.  Lorraine was also an im-

portant part of our dance group in the 1970's/early 80's.   We 

extend our condolences to the friends and family of Mr. 

Guenther Thiel.  May he rest in Peace, Amen 

 

Special Thanks to Webmaster, Tom Rubino,  for his constant 

upgrading of our club web site.  Vielen Dank! 

 

Thanks to our friends at the Chicago Donauschwaben for host-

ing the 2010 Landesverband meeting and for the great facili-

ties, great food and drink.  

 

Stay informed!  

The Donauschwaben suppports... 

TED HIERLôS GERMAN-AMERICAN 

RADIO PROGRAM  

Sundays from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on 

WNWR 1540 AM Radio. 

 

 

Membership News  

Membership Happenings (births, engagements, weddings, deaths, anniversaries, vacation trips, 

graduations, etc.)  

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAYð UNITED GERMAN HUNGARIANS  

 

 The Trenton Donauschwaben wishes our friends at the UGH a Happy 100th anniversary.  

What an accomplishment in deed. 

 It all began one hundred years ago with the immigration to Philadelphia of German-

Hungarians from the Danube River basin.  These immigrants formed the Banater Männerchor and 

purchased property at 8th & Columbia.  This was their ñhomeò until 1922. Soccer was added to the 

activities and in 1965 the club won the U.S. Amateur Soccer Assn. Open Cup. It was repeated in 1999. 

 They changed their name to the United German Hungarians of Philadelphia & Vicinity in 

1939 and moved to their present ñhomeò in Oakford, Bucks County,  PA in 1965. 

 In addition to holding a 100th Year birthday party in November of this year, they will host the 2010 North American Lan-

destreffen at their club in August of this year. Happy Birthday and Good Luck with both events from your friends here in Trenton. 
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Congratulations  to Christa Tndall & Chris-

topher Pullion ós wedding (see details on last 

page). 

 

Congratulations to Luisa Martini on her ac-

ceptance to Rutgers School of Engineering 

(Dadôs Alma Mater).  

 

 

Congratulations also to 

Greta Brandecker on her first Holy Com-

munion May 1, 2010.  

 

 

Get Well to Ted Hierl, Joe Dlubak, Tom 

Rubino, Jennifer Parr, Joe Vecchione   

and Sepp Brandecker. Speedy recoveries. 

  

Welcome to new member Richard A. West of Hamilton Square, 

NJ and family Ed, Sue & Nicole Murin of Clark, NJ. 

 

 

Thanks to Jacqui Longnacre of Grammyôs Hugs in Brownôs 

Mill, NJ for taking on the task of making our new menôs 

Trachtenfest vests. 

 


