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Points of  Interest  

Some facts about our  

Amish friends across the 

river. 

Their PA German language is  

a dialect  similar to that of 

the Donauschwaben. 

The Amish children learn PA 

German before they learn 

English. 

The Old Order Amish can 

not own cars & use horse 

and buggies. 

They can accept rides from 

their òEnglischeró neighbors. 

They can not use electric 

supplied by the outside 

world, but can generate their 

own, usually for their barn.  

Their day begins at 4:30am, 

bed at 8:30pm. 
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A Trip to the Catskills  

 

 

 One degree Fahrenheité  one degree! 

There is something oddly tantalizing about 

seeing such a low temperature.  One almost 

expects to see polar bears, Eskimos or sled 

dogs to appear at any minute.  Actually, we had 

arrived at a place far below the Arctic Circle 

near a hamlet called Round Top located in the 

Catskill Mountains of New York, just 3 hours 

and change from the fair city of Trenton.  

Those of you whoôve never seen them, the 

Catskills rise to well over 3500 feet above sea 

level as one drives north on the New York 

Thruway (I-87).  Itôs just a spectacular area in 

every way.   

 Our destination was the same as it has 

been for many years now.  Owned and operated 

by a family of native Donauschwaben, ñCrystal 

Brook Resortò is a clean and comfortable older 

mountain retreat with a decidedly German fla-

vor.  German food, live German music, Ger-

man beveragesé. Uhhh, you get the picture.  

Needless to say, itôs our kind of place.  Heck, 

they even have one of our clubôs 1980s era 

dance group portraits hanging on their wall! 

Speaking of dance groups, this year 

was extra special as the Philadelphia/Trenton 

dance group was on hand.  This was the first 

appearance by a Donauschwaben dance group 

at Crystal Brook Resort in quite some time and 

we were glad to be back.  The dancers whirled 

and twirled their way through six exciting 

dances on Saturday evening, including the al-

ways-popular ñSchau Zuò polka that featured 

audience participation.  The crowd really en-

joyed the show and we congratulate all of our 

dancers for a job well done. 

We were very pleased that a number 

of members from our sister organization, the 

Philadelphia Donauschwaben, joined us for the 

weekend.  Together our two clubs numbered 

over 40 folks and we all had a great time to-

gether.  Despite the cold, many of us ended up 

at nearby Hunter Mountain on Saturday for 

great skiing, tubing, or just plain lounging 

about.  Others did sightseeing and hiking in the 

nearby area.  Everyone returned to the resort 

later on for some great tasting food and fine 

German music sung by a young man with an 

accordion accompanied by a saxophonist.   He 

knew all the old favorites!   

Sunday morning found many of our 

group hiking to the local water falls.  What 

normally is a cascading torrent of water was 

now just a giant sculpture of fabulous ice for-

mations.  The ice was just beautiful and our 

large group of hikers really enjoyed the scen-

ery.   

All in all, the weekend was a great 

success.  Thanks to the Hasenkopf family for 

having our dancers perform and for being such 

fine hosts.  Thanks to Fred Gauss and our 

friends in Philly and to Joe Brandecker and all 

of our own club members for making this one 

of the best Catskills weekends weôve had in a 

very long time.  Donôt miss the fun next year! 

 

(see more pictures on page 10) 

 



  

  New Web Master �± Update Underway for Web Site 

 

 Tom Rubino has offered his services as our new Web 

Master.  Tom has already evaluated the current web site and our 

web hosting firm and has made several recommendations to the 

club in order to improve our well visited site. Our web site has 

served us well since itôs creation under Dana Miles in 1998 and 

migration to a new host under Ed Soden in 2003. We were one of 

the first Donauschwaben clubs to put up a site and most all have 

followed. 

 Tom has already started the project. The new design is 

now up for your viewing (www.trentondonauschwaben.com).  

Our newly formed web committee (Rubino, Bauer, Martini, Tin-

dall & Penrith) will meet in March in order to ñfine tuneò the site. 

****  

 

 

Ann Morrison, producer of the Forgotten Genocide docu-

mentary, hosts WWII ethnic cleansing of the Germans out-

side Germany, an International Seminar in St. Louis, MO. 

 

This update has been posted at: 

http://www.molidorf.com/ 

 

 A variety of international speakers, will be present at a 

three day seminar starting  Thursday, February 25, 2010. Among 

the speakers are; Elizabeth Walter-author of Barefoot in the Rub-
ble, Joseph Simon-Donauschwaben History Librarian/ Historian, 

EB Fuhr -American Internment Facilities Retired Marketing, 

Tom Sunic-The Fate of the Danube Germans in Yugoslavia in 

the Wake of WWII Former U. S. Professor, Author Ph. D. Politi-

cal Science, Published Author on Cultural Pessismism, Heritage 

and Meta-Politics, Writer and Translator of French, English and 

Croatian, Croatian Diplomat, Dr Andreas Wesserle-History of the 

Ethnic Germans Professor of History and Political Science Col-

lege of Political Science, Univ. of Munich and Wisconsin, Dr. 

Rudolph Pueschel- Author of The Czechoslovakian Nation, Lt. 

Col. Brian Landry-Psychological aspects of camp survivors As-

sistant Professor of Leadership and Ethics Air Command and 

Staff College, Dr. Kearn Schemm-World Wide War against the 

Germans Lawyer, U.S. Diplomat, Human Rights Activist Vice 

President German World Alliance, Mr. Adam Martini �²
Surviving a Death Camp Survivor, Speaker of The Ethnic 

German Cleansing, Dr. Karen Karbiener-Psychological and 

Emotional Complexity of a Descendant, Ph. D. Columbia Uni-

versity Professor New York University 2009-2010, University of 

Novi Sad, Serbia. 

  A panel discussion will follow where the speakers will 

present a variety of viewpoints regarding the lectures given 

throughout the conference. This will be followed by a reception 

and then the first public viewing of Ann Morrisonôs -The Forgot-
ten Genocide 

****  

 

 

Schlachtfest means great Donauschwa-

ben foods  

 

 The clubôs ñBratwurst 

Boysò (along with the rest of our dedicated 

kitchen volunteers) will be at hard work 

again on February 24th making Bratwurst 

and Leberwurst sausages for the Sunday 

dinner the next day.   

 Held annually in November and 

February, the dinner (two seatings) attracts the biggest crowd of 

diners of any month. In addition to wurst, the meal also includes 

sarma (stuffed cabbage), roast pork and all the side dishes.  

 The Schlachtfest is a tradition among the Donauschwa-

ben, past and present. The meats prepared provided our ances-

tral Donauschwaben farmers with a high source of protein 

(forget about the fat, calories, cholesterol, triglycerides, etc.)  

not only in the Winter, but also in the Spring for their annual 

planting season. Little goes to waste when making wurst. Natu-

rally our ñhomemadeò wursts have a Hungarian influence due to 

the area our folks came from including that taste of paprika, 

white and black pepper and certainly garlic. No vampires here. 

 As we all know Germans are famous for their varieties 

of wursts. German sausages are classified in several ways ac-

cording to Sharon Hudgins of the German Life magazine (Feb-

Mar 2010). Those named from their ingredients; blutwurst 

(blood sausage), Leberwurst (liver sausage), Milzwurst (spleen), 

Zungenwurst (tongue), Zwiebelwurst (onion), Kartoffelwurst 

(potato) and Schinkenwurst (ham).  Some are named for their 

method of preparation; Rohwurst (raw), Kochwurst (cooked), 

Dumpfwurst (steamed), Burehwurst (simmered) and Rostwurst 

(grilled). 

 Any way you name it ñWurst ist sehr gut! ñ            

                           

****  

 

Member Stories to be Posted Online 

 

 Our state of the art website will soon have a special 

section devoted to articles written by club members. Some of 

these may first be published in this newsletter, while others may 

not due to space limitations. Right now two fine pieces are 

scheduled for posting online in the very near future. 

They are, �)�U�D�X�� �.�l�W�K�H�� �0�D�U�[�¶�V account of what it was 

like to revisit her native town of Palanka in what is now Serbia. 

Hers is a vivid description of what itôs like to return to home 

after being forced out so many years ago.  The story is written in 

German but we do plan to translate the work in the future. 

 The other piece is an English language adventure story 

was submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Willie Hepp .  It tells of their 

trek around Mother Russia.  What a wonderful experience they 

had! 

 These and other works are part of the many features of 

the clubôs new website.  Stay tuned, more good things are on the 

way at the Donauschwaben! 
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